
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY GCC
LICENSE CORPORATION FOR DESIGNATION
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CARRIER

)
)
)
)

ORDER SETTING ORAL
ARGUMENT

TC98-146

On August 25, 1998, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a request from GCC License Corporation (GCC) requesting designation as an
eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) for all the exchanges contained within all of the
counties in South Dakota.

On August 26, 1998, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 11, 1998, to interested individuals and entities.
At its September 23, 1998, meeting, the Commission granted intervention to Dakota
Telecommunications Group, Inc. (DTG), South Dakota Independent Telephone Coalition
(SDITC), and U S WEST Communications, Inc. (U S WEST).

The Commission set the hearing for December 17 and 18, 1998, in Room 412,
State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota.  The issue at the hearing was whether GCC should
be granted designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier for all the exchanges
contained within all of the counties in South Dakota.  The hearing was held as scheduled
and briefs were filed following the hearing.  At its April 26, 1999, meeting, the Commission
unanimously voted to deny the application.

GCC appealed the Commission's decision to circuit court.  The circuit court reversed
the Commission's decision and remanded the case to the Commission for findings on
whether it is in the public interest to grant ETC status to GCC in areas served by rural
telephone companies.  The Commission, SDITC, and U S WEST appealed the circuit
court's decision to the Supreme Court.  On March 14, 2001, the Supreme Court affirmed
the circuit court's decision.

On May 31, 2001, the Commission received a Stipulation for Procedure on Remand
entered into between GCC and SDITC.  The Stipulation set the following procedural
schedule:

On or before June 8, 2001, GCC shall file a Supplemental Memorandum with
the Commission addressing whether designating GCC as an additional ETC
for areas served by certain SDITC companies is in the public interest;

On or before June 27, 2001, SDITC will file with the Commission a
Supplemental Rebuttal Memorandum addressing the same issue; and

On or before July 6, 2001, GCC may file a Reply Memorandum.
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The Stipulation also listed the specific rural telephone companies in which GCC is seeking
ETC status.  The list does not include all of South Dakota's rural telephone companies.
This amends GCC's original application by withdrawing GCC's request for ETC status in
the areas served by certain South Dakota rural telephone companies.

At its June 4, 2001, meeting, the Commission voted to approve the Stipulation for
Procedure on Remand.  Briefs were filed pursuant to the Stipulation.  The Commission will
listen to oral arguments on July 26, 2001, beginning at 1:00 p.m., in Room LCR 1, the
State Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol, Pierre, SD.

ORDERED, that the Commission will listen to oral arguments on July 26, 2001,
beginning at 1:00 p.m., in Room LCR 1, the State Capitol Building.
 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 19th day of July, 2001.
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